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AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS : 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, 
and listings, of claims in the application: 

LISTING OF CLAIMS : 

1-17 . (canceled) 

18. (new) A cellular communication system, comprising: 
a plurality of base stations that have respective 

communication areas with boundary regions that meet; and 

plural terminals that communicate wirelessly with said 

base stations, each of said terminals being allocated a time slot 

from one of said base stations with which the respective terminal 

communicates ; 

wherein, when a first one of said terminals that 
communicates with a first one of said base stations and a second 
one of said terminals that communicates with a second one of said 
base stations are located in the boundary regions of said first 
and second ones of said base stations, said first and second ones 
of said base stations allocate different time slots to said first 
and second ones of said terminals, and 

wherein, when said first one of said terminals that 
communicates with said first one of said base stations is located 
in the boundary regions of said first and second base stations 
when said second one of said terminals that communicates with 
said second one of said base stations is located out of the 
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.p „ 1H first one of said base stations and 
communication area of said tirst 

out of the boundary regions of said first and second ones of said 
base stations, said first and second ones of said base stations 
are permitted to allocate a same time slot to said first and 
second ones of said terminals. 

19. (new) The system of claim 18, wherein said first 
one of said terminals has a communication quality that is equal 
to or below a first threshold and said second one of the 
terminals has a communication quality that is equal to or above a 
second threshold that is greater than the first threshold. 

. ^ ^"iaim 18, wherein a 

20. (new) The system or cxaim ±o, 

communication quality of said first and second ones of said 

terminals is divided into plural communication quality classes 

that are different from each other, said first one of said 

terminals being in a first communication quality class and said 

second one of the terminals being in a second communication 

quality class. 

21. (new) A cellular communication system, comprising: 

first and second base stations that have respective 
communication areas with boundary regions that meet; 

plural terminals that communicate wirelessly with said 
first and second base stations, a first one of said terminals 
being located in the boundary regions of said first and second 
base stations and a second one of said terminals being located 
between said second base station and the boundary region of said 
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second base station and out of the communication area of said 
first base station; and 

each of said first and second base stations being 
allocated time slots for communicating with the first and second 
terminals, wherein the first one of said terminals communicates 
with said first base station only in first time slots and 
communicates with said second base station only in second time 
slots different from the first time slots, and wherein the second 
one of said terminals communicates with the second base station 
in the first time slots. 

22. (new) The system of claim 21, wherein the 
communication areas of said first and second base stations are 
divided into sectors and the first one of the terminals is in the 
boundary region of a first one of the sectors of said first base 
station, and wherein the second one of said terminals is located 
in an area other than the boundary region of said second base 
station that is in a second sector of said second base station 
opposite the first sector of said first base station and other 
than the boundary region of said second base station that is in 
third and fourth sectors of said second base station directly 
adjacent to the second sector. 

23. (new) A cellular communication system, comprising: 
first and second base stations that have respective 

communication areas with boundary regions that meet; 
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plural terminals that communicate wirelessly with said 
first and second base stations, a first one of said terminals 
having a communication quality that is equal to or below a first 
threshold and a second one of the terminals having a 
communication quality that is equal to or above a second 
threshold that is greater than the first threshold; and 

each of said first and second base stations being 
allocated time slots for communicating with the first and second 
terminals, wherein the first one of said terminals communicates 
with said first base station only in first time slots and 
communicates with said second base station only in second time 
slots different from the first time slots, and wherein the second 
one of said terminals communicates with the second base station 
in the first time slots. 

24. (new) The system of claim 23, wherein the 
communication areas of said first and second base stations are 
divided into sectors and the first one of the terminals is in a 
first one of the sectors of said first base station, and wherein 
the second one of said terminals is located in an area other than 
a second sector of said second base station opposite the first 
sector of said first base station and other than third and fourth 
sectors of said second base station directly adjacent to the 
second sector. 

25. (new) The system of claim 23, wherein the 
communication areas of said first and second base stations are 
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divided into sectors and the first one of the terminals is in a 
first one of the sectors of said first base station, and the 
second one of said terminals is located in a second sector of 
said second base station opposite the first sector of said first 
base station or in a third or a fourth sector of said second base 
station directly adjacent to the second sector, and wherein the 
second one of said terminals communicates with the second base 
station in the first time slots only when the communication 
quality of the second one of said terminals is equal to or above 
the second threshold. 

26. (new) The system of claim 23, wherein a 
communication quality of said terminals is divided into plural 
communication quality classes that are different from each other, 
the first one of said terminals being in a first communication 
quality class and the second one of the terminals being in a 
second communication quality class . 
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